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In early March, before Bishop 
Michael Cote ordered all churches 
in the Norwich Diocese to cease the 
public celebration of Mass, members of 
Christ the King Church were already 
discussing the coronavirus and what 
we should do to ensure the safety of all 
who come to church.  

We bought sanitizer and Clorox 
wipes; a group of parishioners volun-
teered to clean the church. We were 
well into the season of Lent, and when 
the choir sang the following Sunday 
members were distanced six feet from 
each other. At that time, we thought 
this might be enough. Still, there was 
also talk of what we would do if the 
church had to close.

A week later, that “if” became reality. 
But Christ the King Church was pre-
pared.  Bishop Cote had directed that 
there be no public Masses in the dio-

cese, but parish priests were instructed 
to continue celebrating Mass privately. 
A small group of parish leaders re-
searched the ways that we could bring 
these Masses to the parish — Facebook 
Live, YouTube Live, a livestream on 
the parish website among the options. 
But these were “one-way” telecasts, 
really not too different from watching 
the TV Mass. The challenge was to 
find a format that would include and 
engage parishioners somehow. Then 
someone suggested the videoconferenc-
ing app Zoom. 

Zoom has been used for years in the 
corporate world to facilitate video con-
ferencing. It broadcasts in real time, 
allows for two-way communication 

(both video and audio), and includes a 
live “chat” feature. We opened a Zoom 
account, and decided to give it a try for 
livestreaming Mass on the following 
Sunday. 

Emails went out to every parish-
ioner who had an email address on 
file, explaining how Mass would be 
broadcast from Christ the King, and 
how they can be part of it.  There were 
a few glitches that first week: more 
parishioners than expected signed on 
to the first Zoom telecast and some 
had trouble getting in. But by the next 
week that problem was fixed.  We start-
ed out Zooming one Mass on Sunday 
morning, quickly added a 5pm Satur-
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Faith Formation classes for students 
in Kindergarten through 8th grade 
began on Sunday, October 4.  Classes 
are taking place, as usual, between 
the Masses from 9:15 to 10:15 am. 

There are changes due to 
the pandemic, says Director 
of Faith Formation Louise 
Young. Students will 
be required to wear 
face coverings and use 
hand sanitizer upon 
entering the class, and 
everyone will be seated 
at appropriate distance 
from each other. 
“Some classes will not 
be held in their usual classrooms — 
we have to adjust room assignments 

to allow for social distancing. But we 
will make it work.”

Ninth-graders will begin 
preparation for their 
2021 Confirmation on 
Sunday, October 25 at 
6:30pm. Please Note: This 

meeting is for students 
and parents. 

Registration for 
Faith Formation 
classes is open now. 
Class schedules 
and registration 
forms are available 
in the Narthex 

and on the parish website, www.
christthekingchurch.net. 

This year’s Confirmation will 
take place on November 22, at 
1:00 pm, with Fr. Joseph Ashe as 
celebrant.  
    Confirmation was originally 
scheduled to be celebrated during 
the 10:30 Mass on the Feast of 
Christ the King, November 22, 

but due to Covid-19 there is a  
100-person attendance limit for 
Mass. Moving Confirmation to 
a later time provides for regular 
attendance at the 10:30 Mass, 
while allowing Confirmands, 
their sponsors, and their 
families to attend the afternoon 
Confirmation Mass. If the church 
reaches the 100-person capacity, 
attendees will be directed to 
seating in the parish hall where 
they can view the Mass on a 
large-screen television. 
    As is the practice at all Masses, 
everyone attending Confirmation 
at Christ the King Church will be 
required to wear face coverings, 
use sanitizer, and observe social 
distance guidelines while in the 
building.

Faith Formation Classes  
Begin October 4

Confirmation 
Slated for 

November 22

Two Celebrations for 
First Communion Class 

The 2020 First Communion class, 
which includes 22 students, will 
have two celebrations, divided 
alphabetically by 
last name. This 
will help keep 
the attendance 
within the 
capacity 
limits set by 
the state of 
Connecticut and 
the Norwich 
Diocese. 
    Students 
who have last names beginning 
with A through L made their First 
Communion on Saturday, October 
3; students whose last names begin 
with M through Z will make theirs 
on Saturday, October 24. Please 

visit the Faith Formation page on 
our website for more details.
    Just as with daily and weekend 

Mass, all those 
attending 
the First 
Communion 
Mass — First 
Communicants, 
family, friends 
— must adhere 
to the safety 
rules for being 
in the church: 
face coverings, 

hand sanitizer, and socially 
distanced seating. If attendance 
reaches the 100-person capacity, 
guests will be directed to seating in 
the parish hall where the Mass will 
be broadcast on a large screen.  
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Christ the King’s property at 1 
McCurdy Road encompasses eleven 
acres and includes the church, 
hall, meeting rooms, parking lot 
and grounds, and the rectory. In 
addition to the regular maintenance 
necessary for upkeep, sometimes 
special attention is needed to address 
problems.

Parishioner Ron Paine, who heads 
the facilities committee, reports on 
repairs to the steeple, improvements 
to the HVAC system, and efforts to 
clean up the church campus. 

“The facilities team has been 
evaluating options for repair of the 
steeple, which had recently developed 
a substantial leak. After removing the 
damaged sheet rock, we waited for 
enough rain to fall to show where the 
leaks were coming from. (It has been 
a dry summer!) We are currently 

evaluating options to repair the leaks 
and return this space to its former 
glory. 

“We are in the process of installing 
a new control system for the HVAC 
system, which should be complete 

in early October. This will allow us 
to more closely monitor usage and 
improve remote management of 
the system. We have been drawing 
in 50% outside air during masses 
(normal is 10–20%), to minimize 
the accumulation of stale air in the 
Sanctuary. This places additional 
burdens on the heating and cooling 
equipment, so we are evaluating 
additional mechanical contractors 
to help us keep the system running 
efficiently and provide a safe 
environment. 

“The Men’s Club held several ‘clean 
up’ days recently to keep the grounds 
around the church and rectory in 
good order. Two more days are 
scheduled: October 10 & 17 from 8:30 
to Noon. Anyone who would like to 
help is welcome to join us. (Please 
bring your own tools/gloves.)” 

Facilities Update: Steeple, HVAC, Grounds

For the first time since we moved into our new church, 
Christ the King did not hold its annual Harvest Festival 
this year, due to the pandemic. The logistics of dealing 
with limited capacity and social distancing were 
simply too complicated to overcome, said Dorothy 
Paine, who has co-chaired the Harvest Festival 
for the past 
two years. “It 
was a painful 
decision, but 
given that 
most of our 
volunteers 
are in the 
vulnerable age 
group, and we 
usually attract 
large crowds of 
visitors, we just couldn’t in good conscience proceed with 
the event as usual.  We are planning to bring it back next 
year.”

   The Harvest Festival is our parish’s main fundraising 
event of the year, typically bringing in about $15,000.  
(The 2019 Harvest Festival raised a record-setting 

$23,000, 
which 
helped  
defray the 
cost of 
refinishing 
the badly 
worn wood 
floors of the 
church.) 
Ideas for a 
fundraiser 

to take place this year instead of the Harvest 
Festival include an online auction, a raffle, or  
a holiday greens sale. Volunteers who would 

like to chair and/or help plan an event are welcome to  
get in touch with Dorothy Paine at ctkharvestfestival@
gmail.com.

2020 Harvest Festival Canceled
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day Mass, and then a daily weekday 
Mass. Lectors read the Liturgy of the 
Word from their homes; and music 
was provided live, first by Director of 
Music Ministries Bill Thomas from his 
home, and eventually including cantors 
from theirs. 

Due to issues with Zoom’s live sound 
capabilities (called “latency”), the choir 
was unable to sing together live (from 
their own homes) during Mass. How-
ever, Bill Thomas was able to provide 
choir anthems for most Sunday Masses 

by having members of the group each 
record their individual part of a song. 
The separate recordings were combined 
into one, along with a video recording 
of the choir singing the piece on Zoom, 
and this was played during the Zoom 
Masses. For Easter Sunday, the choir 
anthem was overlaid on a slideshow 
of images from a past Holy Week — a 
bittersweet reminder of what we were 
missing this year, and a hopeful sign 
for what we will return to one day.  

Using Zoom for Mass has allowed pa-
rishioners to log on and view the Mass 
live, but also to sing the hymns, recite 
the prayers, and even stand and kneel 
at the appropriate times if they wish — 
all from their own homes and in real 
time. Parishioners can see Fr. Joe and 
Fr. Walter, and they, in turn, are able 
to see parishioners!  

A live chat feature provides congre-
gants a way to greet each other and 
exchange safe Signs of Peace during 

Mass, and after Mass is over everyone 
gets the chance to talk to each other, 
like a virtual coffee hour. 

Getting back to “normal”
In June, Bishop Cote allowed in-per-

son attendance at daily Mass to begin, 
with strict safety guidelines. And 
then, starting the weekend of July 
4, attendance at weekend Masses 
was allowed — again, with strict 
guidelines and capacity limits:  
All who attend must wear a face 
covering during Mass, must use 

hand sanitizer upon 
entering, and must re-
main safely distanced 
from others in the 
pews and at Communion. 
There is a capacity limit of 
100 in the church, but if 
we should ever reach that 
number, the parish hall 
is set up to take overflow, 
with distanced seating and a 
large-screen TV broadcast-

ing the Mass. 
But things are a little different:  

Pews are marked at six-foot intervals 
so people know how far apart they 
must seat themselves from others.  (Of 
course, members of one household may 
sit together.) There are no hymnals, 
and there is no Offertory collection — 

there is a basket at the door where one 
may drop a donation.  For safety, there 
is just one lector per Mass, and the 
cantor sings the Responsorial Psalm 
from the cantor stand instead of from 
the altar. The Sign of Peace is a safely 
distanced wave instead of a handshake. 

Communion comes at the end of Mass, 
after the Concluding Rite, and commu-
nicants are asked to leave right after 
receiving the Eucharist, so that fewer 
people are leaving the church at the 
same time.  

Zoom broadcasts continue
Even though Masses have been 

opened to the public, we continue to 
stream all our Masses by Zoom, for 
those who cannot come to church or 
are uncomfortable about being near 
others at this time. Anyone can join 
in — the links are on our website www.
christthekingchurch.net.  

(continued from page 1)

Choir members meeting on Zoom.

After Mass on Sunday, May 
10, a parishioner “thank-you 
parade” — consisting of about 
50 cars, plus a bicycle and a 
hoverboard— made its way 
through the parking lot at 
Christ the King Church to show 
appreciation to Fr. Joe and Fr. 
Walter for continuing to bring 
us Mass every day via Zoom 
during the pandemic. Fr. Joe and Fr. Walter were overwhelmed by the 
surprise outpouring of appreciation. A brief video of the parade can be seen 
on the church Facebook page.

http://www.christthekingchurch.net
http://www.christthekingchurch.net


If you are planning to attend 
Mass in-person at Christ the King 
Church, please keep in mind the 
following: 

Face coverings are required.
Masks should cover both nose and 
mouth, and should remain in place 
during the entire Mass (except 
when receiving Communion).

Everyone must sanitize hands upon 
entering. Automatic hand sanitizers 
are available at each door.

Socially distanced seating is in 
effect. Pews have been marked 
with tape at 6-foot intervals.  
Please seat yourself away from 
others following these markings.  
Of course, members of the same 
household may sit together.  

Communion continues to take 
place at the end of Mass, after the 

Concluding Rite. Communicants 
may leave directly after receiving 
the Eucharist, so that fewer people 
will be leaving at the same time.  

There is no in-pew collection at 
Offertory; a basket is available by 
the door where you can drop your 
contribution.  (Thank you!)

The hymnals have been removed.  
Single-use worship aids are 
available at the entrance to the 
church.  

We continue to broadcast every 
Mass — daily, weekend, holy 
days, plus Eucharistic Adoration 
on weekday mornings — via 
Zoom. If you are in a vulnerable 
population, or if you are just 
not comfortable coming to the 
church, please join our Zoom 
Mass! Links are on the parish 
website.

ATTENDING MASS IN THE CHURCH
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Eight students made their First Communion on Saturday, October 3.  To keep attendance numbers down and facilitate social 
distancing in the church, the class was divided between two dates to celebrate the sacrament. The rest of the class will have their 
First Communion on October 24.  

Throughout the pandemic, Christ the 
King Church has been blessed by the 
generosity of our parishioners during 
what is a difficult time for many.  Even 
when public Masses were suspended, 
we continued to have fixed costs of 
mortgage, utilities, and payroll, as well 
as the costs of livestreaming Mass. 
Your support during this time has 
helped us continue to share the Good 
News of Jesus Christ with others.  

We are so grateful for your continued 
financial support! 

If you would like to make a financial 
contribution, but are not able to come 
to Mass, there are other ways that you 
can do so:
• Mail a check to 1 McCurdy Road, Old 

Lyme.

• Arrange for your bank to make a pay-
ment (one-time or recurring) directly to 
Christ the King Church. 

• Make a payment online through Faith 
Direct.  Find the link on the church 
website, www.christthekingchurch.net.

 

Thank You!
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For many years, parishioners of 
Christ the King have supported those 
less fortunate by providing meals at 
local soup kitchens. 

Six times a 
year — every two 
months — Christ 
the King Parish 
provides an evening 
meal for clients of 
the New London 
Meal Center (Soup 
Kitchen).  Typically 
50–60 parish 
families participate 
by cooking, baking, 
shopping for other 
needed items, and/or 
serving the meal.

But this year, 
Covid-19 has 
disrupted the way 
that the Meal Center 
feeds its clients. Meals 
are not currently being served inside 
the center; instead, workers package 
meals to go and meet the clients 
at the door, who take it to eat at 
home. In addition, approximately 40 
meals are bagged and taken to the 
Homeless Hospitality Center in New 
London. This means that, instead of 
preparing hot dishes for the center 
when it’s our turn, we are asked 
to provide cold sandwich “takeout 
meals.” And this has meant changes 
in the way that parishioners can 
help.

Back in May, John Smith and Rita 

Spring, who coordinate Christ the 
King’s New London Meal Center 
efforts, sent an email appeal for 
financial donations to help cover 

the costs of making these meals. 
The response from the parish was 
overwhelming, with more than $3700 
collected at the outset. 

Since then, on each of CTK’s dates 
to prepare the meal (in May, July, 
and September), volunteers have 
prepared the sandwiches in CTK’s 
kitchen and brought them to the 
Meal Center in time for dinner. Our 
typical meal has been a grinder, 
fruit cup, chips, cookies, water, juice, 
milk, and a piece of real fruit.  The 
feedback from clients has been very 
positive.

Parishioner Bill Lacey, who 
works for Aramark, has been able 
to acquire ingredients for these 
meals at wholesale price or in some 

cases at no cost. 
Consequently, with 
additional donations 
made to the original 
Soup Kitchen Fund of 
$3,700, we still have 
approximately $3,000 
remaining!

At this time, it is 
not known when the 
New London Meal 
Center will reopen 
for inside dining, 
but until it does a 
team of volunteers 
will continue to 
prepare to-go meals 
using the funds we 

have.  John Smith and 
Rita Spring wish to 

thank parishioners for their generous 
support.

The Shoreline Soup Kitchen 
meal site at Old Lyme’s First 
Congregational Church is currently 
closed, but the food pantry is 
providing curbside pickup of 
groceries to families in need. You can 
help them keep the pantry stocked 
by donating to the Men’s Club Food 
Drive October 1–11 (see opposite 
page).

Feeding the Needy in the Time of Covid

“For I was hungry and you gave me food; 
I was thirsty and you gave me drink …”

Christ the King volunteers bagging meals-to-go at New London Meal Center.



The Men’s Club of Christ the King 
Church is hosting a food drive 
October 1-11 to support area food 
pantries, which are responding to an 
increased need due to the pandemic. 
They have set a goal of collecting 
1,000 pounds of nonperishable food, 
which will be distributed to the 
Shoreline Soup Kitchen and Pantries 
in Old Lyme and Westbrook and 
St. Vincent de Paul in Norwich/
Middletown. 

Items most in need are boxed 
cereal, canned and dried beans, 

canned meat and tuna, peanut butter, 
whole grain pastas and rice, and 
canned soup. 

Food donations may be dropped 
off at the Parish Hall entrance of 
Christ the King Church (1 McCurdy 
Road) anytime during the food 
drive.  Members of the Men’s Club 
will be in attendance from 3pm to 
6pm Thursday and Friday (Oct 1-2 
& 8-9) and from 7:30am to Noon 
on Saturday and Sunday (Oct 3-4 
& 10-11). During non-staffed hours, 
donations may be left in the marked 
box inside the Parish Hall entrance.

Monetary donations are also 
welcome. Checks (made out to CTK 
Men’s Club) may be mailed to Christ 
the King Men’s Club at 1 McCurdy 
Road, Old Lyme, CT or dropped off 
at the church.  
 
The Men’s Club at Christ the King 
Church is a group of men from the 
parish who seek to strengthen the 
spirituality and fellowship of our 
members through good works and 

support of people in need.
All male parishioners are welcome 

to join the group and/or participate 
in our events, even if you are not able 
to attend our meetings. 

The Men’s Club organizes events 
throughout the year for different 
purposes, such as fundraising, parish 
fellowship, and religious growth. Join 
them to spread the Spirit of our Lord 
through working together for others. 

FOOD DRIVE
to benefit the Shoreline Food Pantries of Old Lyme  

and Westbrook and St. Vincent de Paul in  
Middletown and Norwich.

OCTOBER 1 – 11
at the PARISH HALL ENTRANCE  

to Christ the King Church

Staffed Hours: 

Thurs/Fri (Oct 1–2 & Oct 8–9):  3 – 6 pm
Sat/Sun  (Oct 3–4 & Oct 10–11): 7:30am to Noon
At other times, donations may be left in the box 

just inside the door.

All nonperishables needed, but especially: 
Canned fruits, vegetables, meats, and tuna
Canned or dried beans, canned soup
Peanut butter, cereal, whole grain pasta and rice

Monetary donations are also welcome!

Men’s Club 
Hosts Drive 

for Area Food 
Pantries
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October 1–11 Men’s Club Food Drive
October 4    Faith Formation Classes begin
October 3 & 24    First Communion
October 25  Confirmation Prep for Class of 2021 begins
November 22 Confirmation for Class of 2020

Christ the King Church
1 McCurdy Road
Old Lyme, CT 06371

Important Dates:

In an effort to keep down costs, we have emailed this edition of Parish 
Life! to those parishioners who have a valid email address on file. If 
you have received this newsletter by US Mail, it means we do not 
have a current email address for you. You can update your address by 
visiting the church website, www.christthekingchurch.net and clicking on 
“Subscribe to receive email notifications.”


